Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall 
Poulshot on the 13 March 2001 at 7:30 p.m. 
Members present. Mr M Hues, Chairman, Mrs S Aidridge, Mr Baber, Mr Collett. Mr Hunloke and Mr Nixon. Apologies were received from Mr T bissett. 5 Members of the public were also present. 
Chairman’s address. Before opening the meeting the Chairman said that he wished to thank all members of the Parish for their consideration during the present Foot and Mouth crisis. People were being particularly considerate by not walking dogs in fields or near animals, he said,m and all farmers were grateful for the support and restraint shown by everyone. Mr Nixon wished to support these comments and also said that it was very moving to receive so much support during this difficult period. 
1. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
2. Matters arisipg. (1) Railings at Planks dairy. The Clerk asked if this could be dealt with under a later minute. (ii) The Chairman stated that Mr Paul Williams would come to the May meeting. (iii) Mrs Aldridge stated that she had written to Mr M Ancram to ask for his support in actions against travellers. Mr Ancram had replied that new powers were being granted to Chief Police Officers and that they would be revising the way unauthorised camping could be dealt with. 
3. çpçctive accounts apppyal. During the last audit it was noted that some accounts did not appear to have been approved by the Parish Council, although all cheques signed appropriately. The Clerk asked for retrospective approval for three accounts:- 
Delta Kitchens £4031:00 
Parish magazine £ 247:78 
Wessex Water £ 10:28 
All accounts were approved. 
Plans for approval. Plans were shown for conversion of a Dutch Barn at Whites Farm. All the Councillors were of the opinion that the development would improve the area and should fit in well with the surrounding buildings. It was decided to support the application. 
5. P)lay area progress. Mrs Perreu stated that she had made good progress with grant applications, She had been offered £1 300:00 from the GWR Xmas appeal. She had also had a favourable response from Kennet District Council, but that they had not specified any amount of money. Kennet District Council also required further information about the equipment. (i) Would it be possible to increase the interactive equipment, perhaps with a double swing?. Mrs Perrett thought this would cost another £600:00. This was thought to be a good idea and Mrs Perrett should go ahead with it. (ii) It was thought that different materials would could be used to make the flooring. It was also explained by Mrs Perrett that metal equipment would be more robust. (iii) KDC also wondered if all the safety floor could be joined up. This would cost £150:00 said Mrs Perreu. 
Mr Nixon proposed that Mrs Perrett should add the improvements to the specification, if it wasn’t too late. Mr Collett seconded the proposal and all Councillors were in favour. The proposal was carried. 
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6. Best kept Village competition. It was agreed that the village should again enter the Best kept Village competition. Mr Collett to mastermind the village entry. 
7. Parish lengthsman. As the letter regarding the introduction of Parish Lengthsman was being read to the Parish Council there appeared to be some scepticism about the idea, but as the arrangements developed all Councillors were impressed with the idea and thought that it would be very good for the village to get the smaller jobs done. Mr Nixon offered to be the co-ordinator and any ideas for work should be passed to him. 
8. Accounts payable. There were two accounts payable: Clerk 
half years salary plus expenses £l90:38p 
Audit commission 1999/2000 audit £136:42. 
Both accounts were approved and the cheques signed. 
9. Any other business (i) A letter was read from Mr Kidd asking for the bonfire rubbish to be cleared on the Village Green. This was to be done as soon as practical. (ii) Mrs Scammell had written to the Council suggesting that a “Village pack” be made up and given to newcomers on moving in. This was thought to be a good idea the Clerk to respond accordingly. (iii) A letter was read suggesting that the Devizes court may be closed and asking for support. The Council were all in favour of supporting the Devizes Court. (iv) Mr M. Nixon reported that a car had careered off the road and into the Green Gardens hedge about 3 weeks ago. It had damaged, or destroyed about 30 meters of hedgerow. It was stated that the car was a white Ford Fiesta. It was thought that the Parish would have a claim against the driver for damage. The Clerk would follow this up. (v) The Chairman proposed that the Clerk should have an increase in his salary. It was suggested that his salary be increased to £500:00 per annum. This was seconded by Mr G Collett and all councillors were in favour. The Clerk thanked the Council for his salary increase. (vi) Green Gardens let. It was decided the, in view of the Foot and Mouth crisis there would be non letting of the Green Gardens this year. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:30 p.m. 
Date..t Signed... 
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