Minutes of the Poulshot Parish Council meeting held in the 
Village Hall Poulshot on 14th December 1999 at 7:30p.m. 
1. Apologies. Apologies were received from Mr T Bissett, WPC T Fleming and Miss Armand-Smith. 2 members of the public were also present. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting. The minutes of the last meeting, having been circulated, were taken as read and approved. 
3. Matters arising.Mr Nixon stated that the drains still had not been cleaned properly and that rodding was the only answer. Mr Nixon stated that he would be happy to meet with the appropriate staff and show them the areas of poor drainage. Mr Hues said that he would arrange to see Miss Armand-Smith regarding this issue and enlist her help in the matter. 
4. Plans for approval. There were no plans for approval. 
5. Precept. The Councillors were asked to consider the precept for the coming year. During the discussion it was stated that once a precept had been requested it was not possible to ask for more money in that financial year. After some discussion it was finally decided to keep the precept the same as the current year at £3000.00. This motion was put to the council and carried. 
6. Auditors report. One of the observations of the Auditors was that the Parish Council had not appointed a Responsible Financial Officer (RFO). This post is usually taken by the Clerk in smaller Councils and so it was proposed by Mrs V James and seconded by Mr N Hunloke that Mr Sibley (the Clerk) be appointed to the post. This proposal was carried. The Auditors report was then discussed at length and approved with the Chairman signing the statutory declaration at the end of the discussion. The Parish Council still found it difficult to reconcile the huge increase in audit fees over the last two years but very reluctantly decided to authorise payment of the accounts and sign the appropriate cheque. It was also decided that the clerk should write to the local MP making representations about the level of fees. 
7. Accounts payable. There were three accounts payable:Lady 
Kate Hunloke (OAP’s lunch) £150:00 
Audit fee £457.07 
John Quinn (Parish magazine) £247.78 
All accounts were approved and cheques signed. 
8. Any other Business. (i) Splash; A request was read from SPLASH asking for a donation once again for next year. It was proposed by Mr Colleti and seconded by Mrs James that a donation of £50 : 00 be made. This was approved by a vote of 4 - 1. The Council did ask the clerk if it was possible to obtain feedback about how the money was distributed and it was agreed that this would be done. 
(ii) It was generally agreed that this years Best Kept Village result was a little disappointing. The clerk was asked to write expressing the Councils dissatisfaction with the way the marking seemed to have been carried out. 
(iii) A suggestion was made as to whether there should be a bus shelter in the Village. This suggestion did not meet with a lot of approval but it was decided to leave it to the next 
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meeting in case a good case could be made. 
(iv) New notice board. The Clerk had not managed to get any further information at this time but would endeavour to do so by the next meeting. 
(v) It was stated that some new road signs had appeared in Barley Hill Lane but it was not known who had authorised them. 
(vi) Parish Magazine. The Chairman stated that Mr John Quinn should be thanked and congratulated for producing such a magnificent Village Magazine. The Chairaiifuiiher proposed a vote of thanks should be recorded in the minutes for Mr Qu4 This was approved by the whole Council. 
Before closing the meeting the Chairman wished everyone a happy Christmas and best wished for the Millennium. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:20 p.m. 
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