Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish Hall Poulshot on Tuesday 7th July 1998 at 7:30 p.m. 
The meeting was opened by the acting Chairman, Mrs V.Janies at 7:30p.m. There were three Councillors and four members of the public present. 
Mrs James welcomed Inspector Bennett and WPC Tracey Fleming to the meeting. 
WPC Fleming then outlined her role and said that Poulshot had a very good crime record and that she was unable to find any recorded crime in the Village for the past few years. It was no time to be complacent, however, and people should always be on their guard. There had been several cases localiy of crimes where an assistant keeps the householder talking at the front door while the burglar operates from the rear of the house. PC Fleming insisted that anyone who has any suspicions should always call the police. It would never be a waste of time, she said. She then offered to write an article for the Parish magazine. 
WPC Fleming then introduced Inspector Bennett who is in charge of policing in the Devizes area. 
Inspector Bennett explained that he had been in post for about a year. He said that his total force at Devizes was 18 Constables, 2 Sergeants and 1 Inspector. He also had call on other specialist units if required. Of these there was always 2 people on shift at night. 
In describing the Divisional policing plan he said that his 20 minute response time for rural areas was nearly always achieved. The detection rate in Devizes was as good as the divisional average. Vehicle crime was slightly down, he said, and the detected rate was about 30%. People were advised always to write down the index number of any suspicious vehicles, or at least its description and try to remember the description of the perpetrator. Burglar alarms seem to be a good deterrent also gravel driveways. 
A short question and answer session followed after which Mrs James thanked the Guest for their time and informative presentations. 
1. Apologies. Apologies were received from Mr Hues, Mr Nixon and Mr Bissett. Mr Baber was absent. It was not possible to transact any voting business as no quorum was present. 
2. Minutes of the last meeting, having been circulated, were taken as read and approved. 
3. Matters arising. (a) Mr Collett explained that he was meeting the County works supervisor tomorrow with a view to gethng some assistance with the car park resurfacing. He explained that it may be possible to get the edge kerbed. 
4. iis for approval. There were no plans for approval. 
5. Millenium project (i) It was stated that the plans for the party were well in hand. (ii) The Bells project was still on going as English Heritage had still not made any decision about grants. £2000.00 had been received from other sources. It was also revealed that the Porch was in need of urgent work as there was a very real risk of collapse. It was feared that the Bells may not be restored until 2010. The situation was being monitored. 
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6. Best Kept Village. The result of the Best kept Village was formally announced with Poulshot winning the best medium sized village in the Kennet district. Work required before the next phase was outlined by the Chairman. 
7. Accounts payable. Three accounts were payable: Wesse 
Water £ 3:89 
Commercial signs and Display £101 :05 
M.P.Hues & Sons £ 47:00 
Cheques were signed. 
8. Any other business. (i) Mrs Palmer gave Mrs Perretts apologies and said she wished to present a petition to the Parish Council in favour of the play area scheme. Mrs Palmer stated that Mrs Perrett was continuing her fund raising activities and was also considering applying for charitable status. She would also be attending a meeting on 4th August with a representative of play scheme organisations. It was stated that Mr Hues would also be attending that meeting. 
Mr Wilson said he fully supported the scheme and said that perhaps the Council should take note of others actions and support the scheme more fully. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 20:15. 
The next meeting to be on Tuesday 8th September 1998 at 7:30p.m. 
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