EDITORIAL

Back again, but | hope not as the bad penny! It was disappointing
for us all, and in particular for Caroline, that circumstances made it im-
possible for her to continue producing the Poulshot News, but we are
grateful for all that she did and, like it or not, her name will be on the list
of candidates to take over again whenever she retires.

In the meantime it’s geriatrics to the rescue and we will do all we
can to maintain a worthwhile magazine. But, as we have often said be-
fore, much depends on you, the readers, firstly to contribute and secondly
to make suggestions about ways to go. Mind you, while the working
member of the editorial staff is always prepared to try something new,
senior management is not quite so flexible, but don’t be put off — give us a
try.

There are already innovations, in particular via the Parish Council,
with news of a Poulshot Web Site and also of a wish to re-establish a
Youth Club, details of which appear elsewhere in this issue. The Chil-
dren’s page will continue, thanks to the Janes family, who | know would
welcome support. But please give a little thought to a story, or article of
interest that could help to make the magazine attractive to all. First of all,
though, you will have seen the striking new cover, showing one of the
Green’s Chestnut Trees. This was drawn by Alessa Tinne, who is study-
ing at Bath College of Art, and we are grateful for her support—many
thanks Alessa, it’s a super picture.

Deadline for copy for April issue - 20th March
Tel: 01380 828501

Email: john.quinn@sagnet.co.uk

One small problem we have is the need to fill a delivery gap.
Ever since we started some ten years ago, the Stevens family have val-
iantly delivered the Poulshot News from Sillington Lane to The Raven, as
well as up Barleyhill Lane and to Corn Close. Now they have asked to cut
this down and we are looking for a volunteer for Barleyhill Lane and Corn
Close please. It isn’t hard work but to be worthwhile it is important to get
the magazine out as close as possible to the day of publication. Please call
us.

Finally, our first apology! For some time, we have had in our di-
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ary a number of extraneous private events during May and also early Sep-
tember, so we will have a rather interrupted summer magazine pro-
gramme. The programme, including copy dates is given below.

John Quinn

POULSHOT NEWS PUBLICATION DATES

Issue Date Copy Date
1° March It’s too late already!
1% April 20" March
1°* May 20™ April (to cover up to 15™ June)
15" June 30™ May (to cover up to 31% July)
1% August 20" July (to cover up to 30" September)
1%t October 20" September
1%t November 20™ October
1% December 20™ November
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

March 2005
Fri 4 Village Paper Collection
Fri 4 Earth Collection “Make Poverty History” Coffee Morning, 10am
Mon 7 Mobile Library, The Raven, 11.35am-11.50am
Tue 8 Parish Council, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Tue 15  Poulshot Ladies Club—How to Enjoy a Healthy

Lifestyle, Village Hall, 7.30pm
Fri. 18  Village Paper Collection
Mon 21  Mobile Library, The Raven, 11.35am-11.50am
Mon 21  Wiltshire Numismatic Society, Village Hall, 8pm
April 2005
Fri 1 Village Paper Collection
Mon 11  Church AGM, St Peter’s Church, 7.30pm
Tue 12  Ladies Club, “Try being a Magistrate”, Rectory

Hall, 7.30pm
Fri 15  Village Paper Collection
Fri 29  Village Paper Collection
Forthcoming Events for your Diary
Mon May 2 May Fair, The Wharf, Devizes
Sat Jun 25 Village Fete




PARISH COUNCIL NEWS

At our January Parish Council meeting we held an open
meeting before the Council met to include the people of Poulshot
and to hear their views on any topics affecting our village. | was de-
lighted with the turnout on such a dull evening weatherwise. It
showed that we are all interested in our community. Topics dis-
cussed included details of how we could form a Youth Club, a rep-
resentative from Wessex Water spoke about the sewerage problems
affecting the village, both on the Green and at Townsend, and we
considered a plan to apply for a reduction of the speed limit in the
village from 40 to 30 mph.

One of the Chairman’s responsibilities is to explain each
year in the parish magazine the tasks undertaken by the Parish
Council. In May, we were joined by a new Parish Clerk, Mr Mike
Wilson, who took over from Mr Chris Sibley, who had retired for
health reasons. The village green had been maintained and cut three
times during the year. The feeling is that this was not enough and in
2005 it will be cut at least five times. New goal posts have been in-
stalled on the Green and | am pleased to see that they are being
used. The children’s play area in front of the Village Hall has been
maintained and is about to have a good spring clean. Other matters
dealt with have been clearance of the Pond on the Green and some
lopping of trees

We had a couple of nuisances to deal with in 2004 and | am
pleased that they have been resolved to everyone’s satisfaction.
Parking along Poulshot Road, opposite the Old Chapel is causing
problems; we are in touch with Sarsen and hopefully a solution can
be found.

Finally, can | say how proud we must all be of our rural and
peaceful village and hope that with your help we can maintain it that
way in 2005.

Michael Hues



PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
18™ January 2005

All the Councillors were present at this meeting, together
with three visitors — Mrs Thelma Carr, our Kennet District Coun-
cillor, Mr Nick Buller, from Wessex Water and Miss Maggie Gid-
dings of Youth Action Wiltshire. An apology was received from
PC Anne Deuchars, our Community Beat Officer.

Preceding this report is a letter from Michael Hues, the Chair-
man of the Parish Council, which outlines the main elements of the
first part of the meeting that was open to participation by the public.
Firstly, Miss Giddings gave a presentation on the charity, Youth Ac-
tion Wiltshire, whose aim is to help with the formation of youth
clubs, training youth leaders and supporting existing clubs, albeit
not financially. There is a separate note about this on page 22.

Next, Mr Buller of Wessex Water outlined the present ar-
rangements for the pumping of raw sewage in the village. This was
welcomed but did not satisfy many residents who were concerned at
the frequency of overflows. Residents of Townsend and Mill Lane
are being asked to monitor overflows so that data can be given to
Wessex Water in support for our case for a better service.

Inevitably there was a spirited discussion on the pros and cons
of lowering the speed limit through the village from 40 mph to 30.
Arguments ranged from the simple “Nobody exceeds 40 anyway, so
why change?” to the consequential “ What next? Street lights,
housing estates, supermarkets, swimming pools!”> The Council will
consider how best to gauge the real feelings of the majority.

After refreshments provided by Mrs Dibbie Hues and Mrs
Tania Wilson the public part of the meeting closed.

Subsequently, the Council considered a number of other matters, in-
cluding:
Village Notice Board. The purchase of a new notice board
was agreed although the siting of it has yet to be decided.
Church Lane. Wessex Water are being chased to re-seed the
triangle of grass at the entrance to the lane.
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A little further and we were back home in Poulshot.

Nora Dixon and her family were able to welcome a dry thirsty group
of ramblers who were most thankful for a delicious cup of tea,
mince pie and chat. Diana Gravina

2 MARYPORT STREET DEVIZES
01380—729288

You are invited to support our
“MAKE POVERTY HISTORY” COFFEE MORNING
on Friday, 4th March from 10.00am
We will be serving Fair Trade ground coffee, tea and cakes made by our
staff with Fair Trade ingredients. This will also be an opportunity to see
our new Spring/Summer Collection. Do come and bring your friends.

E::::::::::::::::::::::ﬂ

' Village Groups, Clubs & Societies |

A T &

OO0 COCC]CCCCC 1 C 3 33

FI:II:II:II:II:II:I
EI:II:II:II:II:‘I:‘

POULSHOT MOTHERS & POULSHOT

TODDLERS GROUP /ﬁ\
w VILLAGE

at
The Village Hall, Poulshot HALL

Come and join us for some company toys Available for_MeetlngsZ Functions,
and games to play with Clubs and Private Parties
coffee and a chat

£4.00 per hour (for regular users)

Held every Thursday £5.00 per hour (for non-regular users)
from 9.30am to 11.30am

Tel: Nicky Baber 828573
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DO YOU NEED SOME
ODD JOBS DONE?

L L Lawn mowing
|. Car washing
S Wl Yard sweeping

WE CAN HELP!

CALL SIEG DN: 01380 828573
AND WE'LL GET STRAIGHT TO IT1

ONLY £3.20 PER HOUR OR £4.00 PER CAR!

BOXING DAY WALK - December 2004

What a beautiful afternoon. More like a day in May than one in De-
cember. Memories flow of previous Boxing Days, some rainy, some
blustery and one in a horrendous gale. 2004's was just lovely, which
accounted for the forty plus grown-ups and children, together with a
wide variety of canines who accompanied the party.

The company soon extended over many yards/metres as we walked
down Barley Hill Lane and across to the canal at Foxhangers. We
walked west, past the narrow boats which were moored beside the
canal. Every time one walks along the canal there seem to be more
boats secured to its bank. The dogs who were not on leads had a
wonderful time, they wandered along as a pack, most of their own-
ers oblivious to their whereabouts.

Before we reached Seend we crossed the canal via a swing bridge,
up the steep hill to the road, along the tarmac for a short distance
and then downhill through the fields. What an incredible view of the
sun to our west and the moon rising in the east, a wonderful sight
for those who noticed.

The dogs reached the brook first, they found the bridge which has a
stile at each end. They managed to get over the first stile and waited
in a line nose to tail, blocking the bridge as the first dog was unable
to get over the second stile, until a two legged knight clambered
along to help them on their way!
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Web Site. The creation of a Poulshot Web Site was ap-
proved and details appear on page 6.

Village Hall. Quotations were accepted for cleaning the play
area and for the repair of the wall by the side of the Hall.
Both tasks are now in hand. The question of grants and quo-
tations for repairs to the Hall was considered and the Village
Hall Committee will prepare a presentation for the Council’s
next meeting.

Car Parking. Discussions have been held with residents and
with Sarsen over parking on Poulshot Road, by The Terrace,
and some progress towards improving the situation seems
possible. The Clerk is following this up.

Byways. The position regarding the use by vehicles of vil-
lage byways and tracks was explained and is spelt out in
more detail below.

The Council’s next meeting will take place in the Village Hall at
7.30pm on Tuesday 8™ March. The public are welcome to attend
routine meetings in the capacity of observers.

RIGHTS OF WAY

Please note that Broadway Lane, linking Bar-
ley Hill Lane with Townsend, is the only desig-
nated By-Way in the village. All other tracks
are either Footpaths or Bridleways.

If any off road vehicles are seen on these
tracks, please take registration numbers and
report them to the Police. Also please notify the
Parish Clerk, Mike Wilson, on 828100 so that
he can follow it up with the Police.

A copy of the up to date Rights of Way Map is
held by the Parish Clerk.




HAPPY NEW YEAR
from the Community Beat Officer—PC1603 Anne Deuchars

As we move into 2005 | would like to thank all of you for your
support during 2004. As far as crime goes, we did well in 2004
with only 6 crimes reported for the whole year, this is 2 less than
the previous year. Lets hope we can reduce it further in 2005. In

order to do this please keep your eyes peeled for suspicious peo-
ple/vehicles. If you feel something is un-toward please either in-
form your neighbourhood watch co-ordinator or drop me a line
with the information. I will do my best to make good use of it.
You can contact me at Devizes Police Station on 01380 722141 or
email Anne.Deuchars@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk.

ELECTORAL ROLL

The Electoral Roll is now held in electronic form by the
Parish Clerk but not available publicly. If any of you re-
quire statistics, please contact the Parish Clerk, Mike

www.poulshot.org.uk
With effect from April 2005, Poulshot Village will have
its own Website. It is currently in process of construc-
tion and we hope there will be contributions from the
Village Trust, Village Hall, the Church, the Parish Coun-
cil and anyone else who wants to be heard or to contrib-

ute.

For those with businesses in Poulshot, please let Mike
Wilson have your information (by e mail to
mai_wilson@onetel.com). If you have any sugges-
tions, please also let Mike Wilson know on 828100.




YOUTH CLUB ???

Dear Fellow Residents of Poulshot

You may have heard that your Parish Council is trying to provide
some form of activity for the Young people in the Village. In fact
there is a lot of support from national and local government in the
form of money and resources to help any such project. Youth Ac-
tion Wiltshire is prepared to stage an activity day for our
Youngsters in Poulshot in order to discover their opinions, the or-
ganisation would be largely by external agencies. However, we
need a Champion to lead the programme—if you are interested
in helping to provide something for our young people to do; YOU
could make the difference!

Contact: Mike Wilson (Parish Clerk), The Old Chapel, Poulshot,
Devizes, Wiltshire SN10 1IRW. Tel: 01380 828100

POPPY APPEAL NOVEMBER 2004

The following sums were raised:
Door to door Collection
(by John Scammell and Jim Aldridge) £95.32

The Raven £17.55

This excellent response was gratefully received by the British Legion

WANTED
Tin trunk in very good condition wanted for storage

of Poulshot village archives. Please contact: Nora
Dixon 828364.

CHURCH SERVICES - MARCH 2005
POULSHOT, SEEND AND BULKINGTON

6th March - MOTHERING SUNDAY
8.00am  BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Family Eucharist

11.15am  Parish Eucharist

6.00pm  Evensong

13th March

8.00am BCP Holy Communion
9.30am  Matins

11.15am  Parish Eucharist
6.00pm  Evensong

20th March - PALM SUNDAY
8.00am  BCP Holy Communion
9.30am Parish Eucharist
11.15am  Parish Eucharist
6.00pm  Holy Communion

24th March - MAUNDY THURSDAY

7.30pm Parish Eucharist

25th March - GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am Matins/Litany
1.30pm  Liturgy of the Day

27th March - EASTER DAY

Kennet District Councillor
The Kennet District Councillor for Seend and Poulshot is Thelma Carr.
You can contact her on email at:

thelma.carr@kennet.gov.uk
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6.00am Dawn Eucharist
8.00am  BCP Holy Communion
9.00am  Holy Communion
10.15am  Family Eucharist
11.30am  Parish Eucharist

SEEND
BULKINGTON
SEEND
POULSHOT

SEEND
POULSHOT
SEEND
BULKINGTON

SEEND
BULKINGTON
SEEND
POULSHOT

SEEND

POULSHOT
SEEND

SEEND
SEEND
POULSHOT
BULKINGTON
SEEND



3rd April

8.00am BCP Holy Communion SEEND

9.30am Family Eucharist BULKINGTON
11.15am  Parish Eucharist SEEND
6.00pm  Evensong POULSHOT
WEEKDAY SERVICES

Mondays 9.00am Matins SEEND
Tuesdays 9.00am  Matins POULSHOT
Thursdays 9.00am Matins BULKINGTON

CHURCH ROSTERS

March Reader Sidesman

6 Mar 6.00pm Mr M Hues Mr M Hues

13 Mar 9.30am Mr R Janes Mr R Janes

20 Mar 6.00pm Mr M Houghton Mrs J James
25 Mar 10.00am  Mr J Quinn TBA

27 Mar 9.00am  TBA Mr J Quinn

April

3 Apr 6.00pm Mr C Langton Mrs J James

10 Apr 9.30am Mr/Mrs D Bullen Mr D Bullen

FLOWERS

March
27 Mar EASTER DAY - All helpers please
April
3 & 10 April Lady Kate Hunloke
17 & 24 April  Mrs Nora Dixon

FROM THE REGISTERS
Funeral Bill Ford 11" January 2005

=

Campaign to Protect
Rural England
WILTSHIRE

Best Kept Village Competition 2005

Supported by the County and District Councils
Sponsored by The Warminster Journal CALOR

CHILDREN’S POSTER COMPETITION

Four posters, together with a large stamped addressed envelope for their
return should be sent to the Secretary, CPRE, Lansdowne House, Long
Street, Devizes SN10 1NJ

The Theme is— ‘What is new in my village’
Acrtists must be between the ages of 5 and 16 years

Each entrant must either live in the village, or if living outside the vil-
lage, attend the village school

Posters should be A4 size and hand crafted or computer produced

The name, age and home address of entrants should be clearly written on
the back of the poster together with the school the artist attends

The closing date is Tuesday, 31st May, 2005

The judges’ decision is final

Competition marks will be awarded on an age related basis. A cheque for £25
will be awarded to the winning village in each category (Small, Medium and
Large villages) and an additional £5 to the overall winning village. These
cheques will be given to the Parish Council to be spent on the artists as they see
fit. Each of the four winning artists will be presented with a mug.




One other cautionary tale. My party cost me so much for
dinner one night that | needed some Euro-money from the hole in
the wall. | recced the bank on the way home so was all ready when
I went there in the morning. | slipped my card into the appropriate
slot, but instead of the usual rather sinister sucking motion that I
was used to, it fell like a stone and a sharp crack. Consternation, not
to say panic, but after a moment to gather my wits | peered closely
at the slot and, lo and behold, there was an eye, surrounded by ma-
chinery, peering back at me. “You’ve swallowed my card,” | said
accusingly. “Yes” replied the eye, equally accusingly, “ just wait a
minute”. | waited and, sure enough, after a minute or so, my card
reappeared — on the end of a disembodied pair of fingers. | grabbed
my card, said a hurried thank you to the fingers and went straight
into the bank to try my luck at the desk. As I did, a young lady,
whose eye and fingers seemed familiar, appeared out of a side door,
and told me that as she had finished her daily maintenance | could
try again. | did and it worked. MORAL: Automatic Telling Ma-
chines are not always automatic.

FREE!
Greenhouse, 6ft x 6ft, available to whoever is prepared to disman-
tle it and take it away. Includes self-opening window (which
works). Call 828501.

Hardy Perennials
Perennials in profusion—old and new varieties -
for all seasons

Rowde Mill Nursery—Rowde
(off A342—opposite Rowdeford School)
Telephone and Fax—01380 723016

Open Thursday—Sunday 10 am to 5 pm
April to the end of September
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The Rector writes...
Getting ready for Easter... for Easter Eggs?

Have you noticed that almost before we’d put away the Christmas
decorations, the sales began, and so also the Easter eggs appeared in
the shops?! Are you an Easter egg fan? Do your children and grand-
children compete to see who has the most or the biggest? These
early weeks of Spring may mean many things to you as well as
planning the purchase of Easter eggs — perhaps you take more notice
of the garden, the landscape of our countryside as you walk across
the field, notice Spring flowers, feel the warming sun, aware of new
life pushing through the ground. For the Church calendar these
weeks mean the season of Lent, which began on Ash Wednesday
which this year was on 9" February. From the early Christian
Church time has been set aside in order to prepare for the celebra-
tion of Easter and from the 7" century it has been 40 days to imitate
the time of Christ in the wilderness. On the first day of Lent, it was
the practice in Rome for the penitent, those who had been separated
from the Church, to be publicly sprinkled with ashes, dressed in
sackcloth, and obliged to remain apart until they were reconciled
with the Christian community on Maundy Thursday. By the 10"
century this was replaced by the imposition of ashes on the whole
congregation, the cross marked on the forehead with the ashes ob-
tained by burning the palms used on the previous Palm Sunday. All
this may seem like an odd ritual but it reminds us of the seriousness
with which we are invited to get ready for Easter. These weeks,
through February and March, the weeks of Lent, are a time to make
an even greater effort to know God more, to set time aside to pre-
pare in our hearts for the celebration of the hope given to us by God
who, by Christ’s resurrection, tells us that there is life forever with
Him for us all. The traditional and popular idea of ‘giving things up’
for this time of Lent is often not very well understood but is meant
to symbolize the simplicity and starkness in the life of our worship
during this time, and in all our lives the clearing away in order to
see more clearly the focus of God, clearing away our self-centred-
ness, to prepare for the joy of the discovery of Christ, perhaps where
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we least expect. So getting ready for Easter is more profitably ex-
pressed in taking on more, more time for God, more time to seek
His treasure in our heart. So enjoy the Spring garden, enjoy plan-
ning and buying your Easter eggs — but also enjoy getting ready for
Easter by asking Jesus to help you know Him a bit more!

Revd Sacha Pearce

ST PETER’S CHURCH NOTES

Home Communion

As part of the Church’s ministry in the parish, we now have
the facility to take Holy Communion to people who are, for reasons
of sickness, disability or infirmity, unable to attend Church. If any-
one wishes to make use of this ministry, or to find out more, please
contact either the Rector or one of the Churchwardens, and arrange-
ments can be made for them to receive communion in their home.

December 2004

Not unusually, the final part of 2004 was a busy one for St Pe-
ter’s and for our many supporters. On 1% December we held our an-
nual Christmas Bazaar that was as well attended as ever, and this
year by more children than in the past. Father Christmas was given
a big welcome and had helpful discussions with his admirers and
there were good sales on all the stalls and the raffle. Our total tak-
ings from the brief occasion were £165 and thanks go to all those
who put so much effort into organising the day and to all who sup-
ported us. It has been suggested that next year’s Bazaar should be
held on a Saturday morning and we have provisionally planned to
do this. All other things being equal the 2005 Bazaar will take place
between 10.00am and 12.00noon on Saturday 3" December — tea
and coffee instead of mulled wine and will someone who is in touch
with him please warn Father Christmas!

Another well supported event was carol singing around the
village, which this year started in Townsend, ending up on the
Green with a warming glass at Wattle Cottage. Some twenty hardy
souls sang their way around on what at the last minute turned out to
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preme, fortunately generally good-naturedly. And so to boarding
and having amazed the security barrier with the noise |1 made, |
found that | was in for the long drop on the end of a short rope be-
cause | had slipped my travelling corkscrew (never go anywhere
without it) into my washbag and was being eyed up by the checkers
for an indefinite term in Belmarsh Prison. Eventually, they threw
my essential travelling companion into their dangerous items waste
bag.

On the plane and off we go and the nice lady brings her trol-
ley round offering delicious snacks etc. A ham and cheese baguette
sounded nice, even at £3, but it turned out to be “re-formed ham”,
whatever that might be, “processed cheese,” of no known brand, all
in “baguette-style bread”! It was quite the most disgusting £3 | have
ever attempted to eat. There was no problem on the trip home be-
cause we brought our own, delicious, sandwiches with us. We will
probably still travel Sleazyjet, but it will be self-catering from now
on.

Does anyone know who

NOAH SAINSBURY

might be ????

A couple of years ago, whilst cleaning the windows of the barn at
Poulshot House, | found the following scratched into one of the
panes:

NOAH SAINSBURY
July 9th 1861

It was quite a surprise because the windows had not been cleaned
for years and as | cleaned one particular pane the above appeared as
if by magic. | reckon it was etched using a ring and the writing is
very nice. The window frame is cast iron and fixed into a wooden
frame and may have come from some other property. 1 intend to
protect the window with clear plastic.

If anyone wants to have a look, please give me a ring on 01380
827010. Ray Josey
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MOBILE LIBRARY

Schedules for the Mobile Library Service are to be reviewed in July and
the ever-present threat to our continuing place on the schedule could arise
again. The only way we can influence the outcome in our favour is by in-
creasing the use of the service. So all those who use the main library
should see whether their needs can be met by the Mobile Library — those
who already use it should increase their borrowing of books and those who
don’t read should give it a go (it beats the telly hands down) — and start
with the Mobile! For further information contact Parish Clerk Mike Wil-
son on 828100.

The dates for this month are Mondays, 7th and 21st March when the
Mobile Library will be in the Raven Car Park from 11.35am to 11.50am

POULSHOT VILLAGE HALL
100 Club Prizewinners
Christmas Draw

Mrs M G Young £80 The Raven £10
Mrs R Hues £40 Mr | Brothers £10
Mr C Sibley £25 Mrs P Fennell £10
Mrs H Kidd £15

January 2005
Mrs N McGregor-Johnson £25

Mrs L Jordan £15
Mr P Piper £10

HOLIDAY MISCELLANY

We recently sneaked a quick week away in Portugal to try
and find some sunshine in the middle of dreary January. That bit
was a great success — blue skies all day and hot sun that tempted us
to do little else but lie in it with a cooling drink with the only real
decision being where to eat in the evening. It was a temptation to
which we succumbed with no problem.

BUT, we had to get there and at £44.16 each, return, we
could hardly go wrong. Except that at Luton Airport (don’t go
there), Easyjet’s check-in electronics had broken down and it
seemed that no-one knew how to do it by hand. As there were six
different flights checking in at the same time, chaos reigned su-
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be a fine evening and in the process collected £65 for the Save the
Children Fund. To this sum was added the proceeds from personal
Advent Collection Boxes and a total of £111 went to the charity.

On Christmas Eve the Church was, as ever, bursting at the
seams for our annual Carol Service. Even in the porch it was stand-
ing room only, but this didn’t detract from a joyous and thoughtful
occasion. The choir was excellent, larger in numbers than for a long
time and with excellent soloists, and led the singing enthusiastically
and tunefully. The very generous collection, together with some
later donations, amounted to £330 and this was subsequently sent to
the Disaster Emergency Appeal for victims of the tragedy following
the Indonesian earthquake and the tsunami that followed.

Finally, on Christmas morning there was a good congregation
for the Christmas Communion Service.

Works

It can have escaped no-one’s notice that the porch of the
Church is in need of repair and it is planned that this work will start
in the spring. It is a major task requiring underpinning and altera-
tions to the drainage arrangements and will involve significant dis-
ruption to the area around the entrance. However, services will con-
tinue as normal, or more or less, with access to the Church through
the door in the south wall of the chancel. It is painted grey, so you
can’t miss it, but watch your head, our ancestors were clearly small
people.

This is a good moment to acknowledge the sterling work car-
ried out by Les and Di Urda and by Andy and Chris Stewart on
the churchyard wall. It has been time-consuming, heavy and at
times frustrating labour but the results are outstanding and, when the
weather allows, the finished job will be a credit to them as well as to
St Peter’s.

The story of the bells is less cheerful. Despite initially en-
couraging noises our bid for funds to refurbish the bells has been
turned down by the Heritage Lottery Fund, essentially because we
are too small a community to meet the very wide conditions they lay
down for those who will benefit from the conservation. Sadly, after
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much discussion and examining of finances and priorities we have
decided to put the bells project on hold for the time being until one
or two other urgent jobs have been completed.

Forthcoming Events

The Annual Church Meeting, open to all, will be held in the
Church at 7.30pm on Monday 11th April, at which the annual re-
ports and accounts will be presented and elections held for the posts
of Churchwarden and for PCC members. You are all welcome and
may wish to join us for a glass of wine afterwards.

Events so far arranged for the year are the May Fair on 2nd
May and the Fete on 25th June, with our annual Patronal Festival
Service, hopefully on the Green and led by the new Archdeacon, the
Very Reverend John Raw, the next day. Over the weekend
1st/2nd October we will hold the Harvest Supper and the Harvest
Festival will be celebrated in Church, and the Christmas Bazaar is
on 3rd December.

HELP!

Itis Grass Cutting Time Again !
It will not be long before the grass in the Churchyard will need cut-
ting on a regular basis. The weekly cut normally takes about an hour
and a half to complete. If anyone can spare that amount of time once
every five or six weeks and is willing to help keep the churchyard of
our Village Church tidy, please make contact with either Brian
James (724944) or John Quinn (828501) in the next week or so. A
rota can then be arranged and cutting can start in the week before
Easter.

*EhhkhArkhkhkrAhkhkrhkhkrhkhkirhkkihkkirhkhkihhkhkkihkhkkihhkkiihhkkiiikiik

POULSHOT VILLAGE TRUST

The Trust met on 18th January 2005; 12 members attended and
there were four apologies. A number of routine topics were dis-
cussed and following is a selection of the most significant.

Village Pond. The clearance of weed from the pond has been
completed but problems now arise from the strong growth of bull-
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Rowde School News for February

This term has started off well with a non uniform day in aid of
UNICEF; the children came to school in their choice of clothes, it
cost them a pound. UNICEF raise money for all sorts of projects
concerning children. One of the things they are helping with is the
aftermath of the Tsunami.

Once again we have had the Story box theatre in school. The
puppeteer told the story of Jack in the Beanstalk using a variety of
puppets, musical instruments and sound effects. All the children
young and old enjoy this experience.

The RSA have a disco when we return to school on the Friday
25" February.

Good news on the progress of the new school, we have at last
been granted the decision notice to go ahead with the build. There
are still a couple of hurdles to overcome, but these are not too diffi-
cult and we hope that we will be able to turn the first sod soon !

I hope everyone has a good half term and see you next week.

Mandy Housby

WILTSHIRE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY
The Society held its annual Christmas dinner at the Raven on Friday
10th December, when 16 members and friends attended. There
would have been more members but prior commitments and other
Christmas functions at this time of the year are numerous.
Nonetheless, we all enjoyed the Raven’s lovely meal and our usual
Raffle had enough prizes to satisfy everybody. Afterwards six
games of Bingo were played with Michael Bowden as the caller,
assisted by Richard Jeffery. One member, who had never played
Bingo in his life was lucky enough to win two prizes (talk about be-
ginner’s luck!). This happy event brought an end to our year’s pro-
gramme.
We commence again in March 2005 in Poulshot Village Hall.
Michael Bowden
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joy a healthy lifestyle. Those who want their blood pressure
checked for example, can do so, but you may just want to sit, relax
and enjoy a pleasant evening. This all takes place in the Village
Hall at 7.30pm.
Tuesday 12™ April — “Try Being a Magistrate”
We have been extremely lucky to be able to arrange this exciting
evening to find out what it’s all about — Poulshot has no less than
three JPs in the village. If space permits we will extend the evening
to include husbands, but there will be a limit of around twenty, so
please let MG Brothers (828221) know if you intend to be there, at
the Old Rectory Hall at 7.30pm.
Future Meetings We have a wide range of activities arranged, but at
this stage no firm dates—so please keep reading your magazine and
as final details emerge we will keep you informed.

Paulette Bremner-Milne

TSUNAMI DISASTER APPEAL

Natasha and Victoria Baker cleaned cars in the Village
and collected £73.42 for the Disaster Fund—a marvellous to-
tal considering how cold the weather was.

The Raven held a Quiz and raised £200.

Alice Murray-Gourlay and her friends ran or cycled from
Rowde to the Barge Inn at Seend and raised an amazing
£500+ for the Disaster Fund.

St Peter’s Church sent £330 from the Carol Service.

A magnificent community effort !
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rushes that is threatening to choke the pond, damaging the habitat of
the Great Crested Newts that live there and, possibly, putting the ex-
istence of the pond at risk. Advice is being sought from Wiltshire
Wildlife and from DEFRA.

The Green Gardens Woodland. The trees planted in Novem-
ber 2003 continue to flourish with losses of perhaps only 20 out of
the original total of 1200. Spraying will take place soon to kill off
docks, thistles and nettles and the control of blackthorn and bram-
bles is in hand. Tim Gravina, Nicky Hunloke and the Guardians
were thanked for their efforts in maintaining the area.

An oak tree has been planted close to the stile into Hay Lane,
at the request of Mr and Mrs Tom Watson who lived in the village,
in memory of their son lan, who died in a climbing accident in the
early 1990s. The memorial tree can be identified by the different
colour of its shelter.

The Poulshot Book of Trees was on display at the meeting.
Work towards the completion of the second part of the book, de-
scribing the other trees in the village, is progressing and contribu-
tions are encouraged from any householder with trees, or just a tree,
who has not yet given in the details; contact Nora Dixon, 828364,
or John Quinn, 828501.

Byways. At the last Parish Council meeting it was confirmed
that the only byway designated in the village and that may be used
by Four Wheel Drive vehicles and motorcycles is Broadway Lane,
running from Barley Hill Lane to Townsend. The use by these vehi-
cles on any other track or footpath is not legal.

Next Meeting. The AGM will be held on a date in May to be
decided.

POULSHOT LADIES CLUB
After a successful meeting in January, the year ahead looks exciting
and interesting. Hopefully by the time you read this we will have
had a successful evening playing skittles with our husbands.
Tuesday 15 March—How to Enjoy a Healthy L ifestyle
We are asking all members, together with friends, to join us
for the evening to listen to how we, as ladies, can help ourselves en-
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1@ = v Animal Quiz

1. What sort of animal is a treecreeper?

2. What animal lives in a holt?

3. Where would you have to go to watch lemurs in the wild?

4. What name is sometimes given to a flock of goldfinches?

5. What's the main food of a mole?

6. What animals make up the class of molluscs known as gas-
tropods?

7. What has more teeth, a dog or a cat?

8. What is an animal’s spoor?

9. Black swans are native to what part of the world?

10.  What is the more familiar name for the animal known as
the cavy? (Answers next month)
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Waiter! Waiter! Have you got

frog's legs? What’s the difference be-

R tween an elephant and pea-
No sir, it's just the @) nut butter?

way | walk! &ﬁ égw Aw elephant doesw't
| e

What do frogs eat with their é»'{k stick to the roof of
hamburgers? your mouth!
French flies
Why do we plant bulbs?
How do monkeys toast So that the worms can see
bread? where they're going!

They put it under the gorilla!
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“ DID YOU KNOW?2?

—_

There are nearly 9,000 kinds or species of birds. The largest
group are the passerines, or songbirds, including finches,
wrens and blackbirds.

&

There are 6,550 species of reptiles alive today. They live in
most habitats, from lizards in rocky mountains to turtles and
sea snakes in the middle of the ocean.

[O8)

More than half of all mammals are herbivores, i.e. they eat
mainly plants.

=

The largest big cat is the Siberian tiger of Eastern Asia. It
grows to a head-and-body length of 3 metres and weighs
more than 500 kg.

There are more than 21,000 different kinds of fish. They
form the largest group of vertebrate species. This is bigger
than all the other groups of vertebrate species, i.e. amphibi-
ans, reptiles, birds and mammals.

X X X X X 0 0 0 N X 00 00 X0 X X X X X 00 %

RREREE e e e b D A B R b b

PGSt AG AR ARG i g ARt AS A AG LA A A AR AGAGAG A A

7~ A polar bear walks into a pub, goes up to
\\9'3‘ '} the barman and says “T’ll have a burger

........................... anhd chips”. The barman
says “Big pause!” to which the polar bear replies “No,
they’ve always been this size.” !l

Interested in animals and the country-
side?

Why not join the junior section of Wiltshire Wild-
life? Contact Sarah Woods, Wildlife Watch Co-
ordinator at Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Headquarters
on 01380 725670.

Website: www.wiltshirewildlife.org

Wiltshire

Wildlife Trust
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