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The Raven Inn 
Spring & Summer Opening Times 

 
Monday to Saturday -   
Lunch served 12 – 2pm 

Dinner served 6:30 – 9pm 
 

Sunday open 12 – 3:30pm 
Three Traditional Sunday Roasts served 

Lunch served 12 – 2:30pm 
 

Sunday Evening open 6 – 10:30pm 
Sunday Evening Supper served 6:30 – 9pm 

Please telephone 01380 828 271  
or call in to reserve your table. 

Nathalie & Jerry 
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An animal made from vegetables. 

On September 11th Poulshot is having a feast 
of food and work.  This summer why not enter 

one of the classes below and join in! 

Grow a sunflower! (seeds 
available from Mrs Housby) 

Grow cress 
in a creative 

container 



POULSHOT FEAST – CHURCH SERVICE. 

 
Following the Poulshot Feast on Saturday 11th September, there 
will be a ‘Family Songs of Praise’ on Sunday at 9.30am. The 
service will take place in the Chapel of Ease at the Old Rectory. 
We are hoping that the feeling of the whole village coming 
together to celebrate all that is good in the community will be 
reflected in this service. 
Do come along and join us in this special service in the hall 
where for sixty years the people of Poulshot came to worship 
during the dark days of winter 
 
We look forward to seeing you, 

Paulette and Janet – Churchwardens.     
 
 
 
 
 

For Sale – 
 Volkswagen Golf 'S', 1.6 silver.  

 Dec'98, 116K miles. 
Petrol with alloys, e/w, cd player, c/locking.  

 6 months MOT  £1995 o.n.o.  
Contact Phil or Sarah on 01380 828752. 

 



Poulshot Village News 
is put together  by Nina Jeffries and anyone else who would like 
to help, and distributed to all houses in the village by a lovely 
team of helpers. Help, contributions, reports, opinions and 
articles are very much welcomed. While we will always aim to 
include all shades of opinion and interest, we reserve the right 
to select and edit where appropriate. We also aim to provide a 
network and record of what’s going on in the village, as fully as 
possible, so please let us know if there is anything that you 
would like publicised in advance or reported on afterwards. The 
intention will be for the magazine to float through your doors in 
the first week of each month, so contributions need to arrive 
about ten days before that. We look forward to hearing from 
you.  

 
Contact us -  

 e-mail  – poulshotnews@btinternet.com 
 phone  – 01380 828883 
 by post    - 3 Sillington Lane,  

                Poulshot, SN10 1TD 
 

Contributions for next issue in by 20th of the month please  
Advertising 

Poulshot Village News is happy to accept adverts, indeed relies 
on them to fund production costs. Publication of an advert does 

not constitute an endorsement for that product or service. 
Adverts may be taken as a full, half or quarter page, at a cost 
of £40/£25/£15 respectively, to run for the full year of the 

magazine.  Subscribing to an advert in the magazine will 
automatically get you a listing on the Poulshot web site -  

www.poulshot.org.uk  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you need help with  
 

Self Assessment Taxation 
Business Plans Presentation to Banks 

 
Contact 

Gordon Lawrence 
Chartered Accountant  

30, The Pound, Bromham 
Tel: Devizes 850294 

 
Free Initial Consultation  

 

 
JILLIAN NEWSOM MSSSCh MBChA 

CHIROPODIST  
 

Registered member of 
The British Chiropody and Podiatry association  

 
Visiting practice 
01380 828257 

 
Equestria, Berhills Lane, Seend SN12 6RR 



 
FANCY A GAME OF GOLF? 

 
It’s been a few years since anyone organised a Poulshot golf 
event as the support seemed to dwindle for the last couple of 
occasions.  However, we are having another go to see if there 

are enough golfers (including ‘aspiring’ ones) in and around the 
village to make it worth resurrecting the event.  What we are 
proposing is this: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please let Penny Telling know (contact details below) whether or not you would be 
interested by completing the form below by 10 September at the latest.  If it’s 
easier, just send an e-mail with the required information. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
NAME___________________________  Telephone___________________ 
 
E-mail address_________________________________________________ 
 

• I would like to be included             
 

• I play regularly                      Yes                    No        
 

• If yes, handicap?__________   North Wilts member?____________ 
 

• Would your spouse/partner like to come to the meal afterwards? _____ 
 

 
Please reply to: Penny Telling      (Swanborough Cottage, Mill Lane) 
   01380 828370 
   e-mail:  pennytelling@aol.com 
 

Saturday 25 September 2010 – North Wilts Golf Club 
 

18 hole Texas Scramble 
(in teams of 3 or 4)  -  Tee Off 2.00 p.m. 

  
Two course meal afterwards              Inc. meal & prizes      
(Spouses/partners welcome)                          £13 (North Wilts member) 
£11.25 (meal only)                                          £33 (non-member)  
                                                                      Under 18’s – cost to be confirmed  
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Poulshot 
L o d g e   F a r m  

 
 

Fresh beef available for sale 
direct from the farm  

 
Selection boxes available 

or individual requirements catered for. 
Orders now being taken for delivery - 

limited frozen meat available now. 
 

Selection box includes –  
various roasting joints, steaks, mince  

and stewing steaks . 
Prices very competitive  

for this local quality product. 
 

For more information contact 
the Hues family on 01380 828255 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOLMAN AUDIO VISUAL 
Berhills Lane Farm, Sells Green, Melksham 

Telephone: 01380 828524 
 

We know 
HI FI TELVISION  VIDEO DVD literally  inside out! 

 
For personal service and a professional repair to any make of 
product, ancient or modern, please telephone Maggie or Peter  

 
We also stock a range of quality reconditioned (non ex-

rental) equipment carrying a maximum 6 months warranty. 
DOLMAN AUDIO VISUAL is an Authorised Service Centre 

providing technical assistance on behalf of leading 
manufacturers 

Richardson & Paige 
  INTERIORS 

   Specialist Upholstery 
   www.richardsonandpaige.co.uk  

     

Come and visit us at our website or our workshop: 
         Unit 1, Manor House Yard, Poulshot, Devizes SN10 1RY 

   01380 828228   07974 454747  
 

Traditional, Modern and Bespoke Specialist Upholstery 
Loose covers; new furniture made to order; antiques; modern 
reupholstery; recovering and repairs; free quotes and deliveries 
Members of the Association of Master Upholsterers & Soft Furnishers‐ 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is a photo of the 
flypast during the 
village fete in July. 

 

Flower rota for St Peter's Church for 
September/October: 

 
5 & 12 Sept                    Mrs Angela Bullen 
19 & 26 Sept                   Mrs Kate Amery 
                     3 October                         

HARVEST FESTIVAL - all Helpers please 
11 October                      To be arranged 

17 & 24 October               Lady Kate Hunloke 
31 October                       Mrs Mandy Housby 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seend Bulkington and Poulshot Benefice Wednesday Group 2010 

Normal time:  1930  -  2100hrs.  2nd Wednesday of the month.   

 
Serial Date Subject Venue Remarks and Lead 

Speaker 
9 8 Sep Wanted:  A New 

Bishop 
Poulshot 
Village 
Hall 

Kate Hunloke 

10 13 Oct  Has the Church of 
England suffered 
from trying to be 
all things to all 
people?   
 

Poulshot 
Village 
Hall 

tbc 

11  10 Nov  Equality and 
Fairness 

Poulshot 
Village 
Hall 

MG  (tbc) 

12 Dec  No meeting.   NA  
 

 

THE WEDNESDAY GROUP 
A Benefice Discussion Group 

 
The Wednesday Group’s next meeting  

will be in the Village Hall at  
7.30pm on Wednesday 8th September.   

The topic for discussion will be: 
 

“WANTED – A NEW BISHOP!” 
 

Any queries to John Quinn - 828501 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Protecting the Vulnerable 
The Wiltshire Bobby Van Trust is a registered 

charity that has been supporting our communities for 
over 12 years. The charity offers a free security and 

fire risk assessment to elderly and vulnerable folk 
living in Wiltshire. We secure 1,300 homes a year. 
The Operator will upgrade your locks, add window 
locks, door viewers etc to your property free of 

charge plus give you advise on how to remain safe at 
home. Do you know anyone over 60 or in a vulnerable  

position who would benefit from this support? 
 

If so please call our office 
on 01225 794652 

 
 CHURCH EVENTS FOR 2010 

SEPTEMBER 
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th, Poulshot Feast  

 OCTOBER 
Saturday 2nd, Harvest Supper & Barn Dance at The Old 

Rectory Hall 
DECEMBER 
Thursday 9th, Xmas Bazaar at the Village Hall 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         
 
 

   Computer problems? 
 

    I offer a friendly, local service  
     for all repairs, servicing and spares.  

 
Please talk to me BEFORE you buy  or replace a computer. 

 I can build you a PC to your needs  
or rebuild your old one with new components  

 
I always have good used laptops — often much better value 

than new — running Windows XP or the new Windows 7.    
 
          

HELP! 

Owen Burton 
07765 774908 
Seend Cleeve 

wigglybus@yahoo,co.uk 

 
Wiltshire 

County Councillor 
Mr Jonathan Seed  

 
 
 

Kennet 
District Councillor 
for Seend and 

Poulshot 
Anthony Lake 
01380 828320 



  

WILTSHIRE NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
PROGRAMME 2010 

 
Hon. Secretary Pam de Belle 01380 828453 

 
September 20 – “What is it?” 

- bring along one or more mystery objects for 
identification, numismatic or other items 

October 18 – Autumn Coin Auction  
November 15 – Annual General Meeting 

December 10 – Christmas Dinner at The Raven 
Poulshot –prior booking only – see Pam for details 

FREE ! 
 

To a good, and hopefully thirsty, home - 
a sturdy, floor mounted, SIXTY bottle 

WINE RACK 
Sadly now surplus to establishment 

01380—828501 

Future Council Meetings  
7th September 2010 2nd November 2010 

4th January 2011 1st March 2011 
 



CHURCH SERVICES –SEPTEMBER 2010 
POULSHOT, SEEND AND BULKINGTON 

 
 
 
Sunday 5TH SEPTEMBER 
8.00 am  Holy Communion    Seend 
9.30am   Family  Communion   Bulkington 
11.15am       Parish Communion   Seend 
6.00pm   Evensong    Poulshot 
 
Sunday 12TH SEPTEMBER 
8.00 am  Holy Communion    Seend 
9.30am    Family Communion   Poulshot 
11.15am  Come and Praise    Seend 
6.00pm  Evensong     Bulkington 
 
Sunday 19TH SEPTEMBER 
10.00 am  Benefice Eucharist   Bulkington 

(to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Christ Church. 
Celebrant:  Stephen, Bishop of Ramsbury) 

 
Sunday 26TH SEPTEMBER 
8.00 am  Holy Communion    Seend 
9.30am  Matins         `         Poulshot 
11.15am              Family Communion   Seend 
6pm   Evening Worship   Bulkington 
 
SIDESMAN   READER 
September 5th   Mr C Saunders  Mrs J Arnold 
September 12th   Mr B James  Vicar 
September 19th   -    - 
September 26th   Mr F Wood  Col C Langton 



Church Registers 
  
Baptisms 
25 July         Harry William Hiscocks of Seend Cleve  

Jacob Stuart Matthew and Crystal Kate 
Matthew of Poulshot 

Weddings 
12 June    Jamie David Hiscocks and Clare Louise 

Gilbert, of Kingsley Road,   Devizes 
24 July       Christopher James Mortimer and Katy 

Hannah Dorken, of Penarth, Vale of  
                     Glamorgan 
Funerals 
2 June   Michael Bowden of Poulshot Road, Poulshot.  

Aged 79 
3 July  Yvonne Hargreaves of Poulshot Road, 

Poulshot.  Aged 88 
21 July    Betty Kathleen Cornelius of Easterton, 

Devizes.  Aged 93 
23 July    Jack Body of Waverley House, Melksham. 

Aged 82 
 

August 100 Club Results 
1st Prize        Ian Brothers        £25 

2nd Prize        Mr & Mrs Shergold  £15 
3rd Prize        Mr I Bertram        £10 

September 100 Club Results 
1st Prize        Suzie Quinn        £25 
2nd Prize        Rachel Hues       £15 
3rd Prize        Diana Gravina      £10 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To let 
North Cornish 

Holiday Cottage 
 

Available all year round 
for weekend & mid-week breaks 

and week holidays.  
3 miles from surfing beach 
and Bude, North Cornwall  

Well equipped, sleeps up to 8 
Beautiful garden, summer house 

and parking 
For further details contact  

Bo Miles-Hobbs on 
 01380 813902 

 
WILTSHIRE NUMISMATIC  

SOCIETY 
(founded in Devizes 1965) 

 
Meetings held from 8 p.m. 

on the third Monday of 
the month,  

March to December 
inclusive, in the Village 

Hall ‘ 
Details from 

Mr M. Bowden  
Tel 01380 828432 

The Tranquil Moment 
Health & Beauty Clinic 

 Full Range of Beauty Treatments 
Including 

  

♦ Elemis & Decleor 
Facials 

♦ Massage 
♦ Spray Tanning 
♦ Manicures 
  

♦ Pedicures 
♦ Waxing 
♦ Non-Surgical Face 
Lifting 

♦ Electrolysis 

The Old Stables  Middle Green Farm  The Green   
Poulshot  Devizes 

01380 828297 



TOWNSEND FARMHOUSE 
Comfortable B and B in Poulshot 

 
Excellent facilities in  

Grade 2 listed building 
with full English breakfasts 
and ample car-parking space 
 

E-mail marygracebrothers@gmail.com 
Telephone 01380 828221 

When friends and relations wish to visit and you are unable to 
put them up for the night book them to stay at  

Townsend Farmhouse B and B  
Discounts offered for bookings made by local residents  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Andrew Underwood 
Chimney Sweep 

 
Brush 

Vacuum 
Clean 

 Efficient  
Phone: 

 01225 706447 
Mobile:  

07889 771505 

TONY  PARSONS 
 

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE  
ENGINEER 

WASHING MACHINES 
COOKERS / DRIERS 

 

 
 

SERVICE AND REPAIRS  
TEL; 01380 723279 

MOBILE: 07970 117023 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Doggy Dilemmas” 
Puppy Training classes 
Dog Training Classes 

Clicker Training  
One to Ones  
Dog Walking  
Dog Boarding  

 
 

Contact Debs on 01380 730564 
or 07966 617617 

 

Seasoned logs and kindling available  
 

 
 Don’t shiver 
We deliver  

 
 

Call James on  
07970 781828 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you need a Website? 
 

Does your company need a fresh new look? 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We offer a full and affordable design service 
for businesses, organizations and individuals. 

 
Whether you would like just business cards and a logo, 

or a brochure and a website, we can work with you 
step-by-step to achieve the look and feel 

of what you really want 
 

We can also provide the photography  
for your website or brochure 

 
         web design   stationery 
         graphic design  logos and letterheads 
       photography   dvd authoring 
   brochure and leaflet design   invitations and menus 
          bag design          advertisements  

 
For further information, or a free consultation, please contact us –  

Caroline Coles T; 07976 899946 
E: carolinecoles@ivydesign.co.uk 
Jim Nichols T: 07702 619727 
E: jim.nichols@ivydesign.co.uk 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMW OFFICE SERVICES LTD 
 

Personal Tax Assessments 
Clubs/Societies – Independent Reviews 

Small Company Accounts, VAT 
Payroll, Book-keeping 

Typing 
 

Contact Ian Wheeler  
Tel: 07813 777710 

e-mail : wheeler.potterne@virgin.net 

JOIN US AND SAVE MONEY  
 

- on your supply of domestic heating oil  
delivered to your door. 

 
As an established group with members along 
the Pewsey Vale we can supply to you direct.  

With the price of oil increasing, we will get you a 
discounted price every time! 

 
Interested? Call Chris on 01380 818724 or e-mail 

jcm3777@hotmail.com  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Andrew Goodfield Woodwork  
Devizes, Road, Rowde, Wiltshire 

 
Carpentry, Joinery 

Free-standing and built-in cabinets 
cupboards and wardrobes 

Free  estimate 
 

Telephone: 01380 7222067 
-mail:apgoodfield@tiscali.co.uks 

 
Charlie Jacks Taxi  

 
(your local village taxi service) 

1 – 4 seater car  
1 – 7 seater MPV “Gold Star Service” 

local or longdistance 
airport – ferry – rail transfer 

bookings now being taken for xmas and new year  
 

ring Ken on 01380 827294 for a quote  
1 Sillington Lane Poulshot  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caroline’s Canapés 
 

Light bites 
Canapés 

Party food 
Delicious home made food  

delivered to your door! 
 

Call Caroline Coles on: 
01380 828436 or 
07976 899946 or 

e-mail: caroline.coles@ivydesign.co.uk  

Mobile Hairdresser  
 

for ladies’, gents’ and children’s hair 
- concessions for OAPs – 

 
Available daytime, evenings and weekends. 

 
For more details, 

please ring Charlotte 
on 01380 828482 



 
GOODWIN SHAW 

 

Chartered Accountants 
Business Advisers and Tax Consultants 

 
A Comprehensive Range of Services for 

Companies and Individuals 
 

Telephone: (01249) 652091 
Email: nicky@goodwinshaw.co.uk 

 
 

Incorporating Gordon Lawrence 
Chartered Accountant 

 

 



 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poulshot Village Hall 
 

Available for meetings, functions, clubs and 
private parties 

 
Booking fees from April 2009  

     Village activities - £5 an hour  
     Outside users -  £8 an hour  

 
All bookings for the hall are again being taken 
by JACKIE POHNERT  -  tel; 01380 827046 

e-mail - jackie.pohnert@googlemail.com 
 

I would be grateful 
if you could phone at the following times; 

  Monday – Friday 9.00 - 18.00hrs 
  Saturday  9.00 - 13.00hrs 

Closed on Sundays! 
 

If you prefer to leave me an e-mail request 
 don’t forget to leave your own e-mail address 

for a reply. 
 

Thank you 
 



DEVIZES HOME AND 
GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

 
 
 

Commercial – Domestic Grass Cutting  
Hedge Cutting – General Gardening  

Landscaping – garden clearance  
Sheds – All types of fencing  

Decking – Patios 
Interior – Exterior painting  

and decorating  
Gutter clearing – emptying General 

Property Maintenance  
 

Free quotations  - fully insured   
Tel: Jon on 01380 720969 

Mobile: 0777 8043330 
e-mail Jon@devizeshomeandgarden.co.uk 

 
 
 



Village Contacts 
St Peter’s Church  -  
Preist In Charge – Rev Renee Coulson    827285  
Churchwardens   
Mrs Paulette Bremner-Milne       828527 
Mrs Janet James        724944 
PCC Secretary  –Mrs Kate Amery     827172 

PCC Members – 
 Mr Nicholas Hunloke (Treasurer) – Lady Kate Hunloke (Deanery 
Synod) – Mr Brian James (Licensed Lay Minister) – Mrs Angela 

Bullen – Lt. Col. R Janes – Mr Chris Saunders – Mrs Joyce Arnold  
– Mrs D Wood - Organist – Mrs P De Belle 

Parish council 
Chairman – Mr Nicholas Hunloke      828333 
Clerk - Mrs Maggie Goodenough     827205 

clerk@poulshot.org.uk 
Meembers -  Mrs Sue Aldridge – Mr Joe Baber – Mr Geoff 

Collett (Vice Chairman)  – Mr  Steve Housby – Mr Nicholas Hunloke – 
Mr Malcolm Nixon -  Mr Tim Nixon  

Local Councillors 
Kennet District Cllr Jonathan Seed      850 696 

e-mail jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk.    
Farmers Club  
Mr Richard Francis        828232 
Mother and Toddler Group  
Mrs Clair Waldron        828602 
Poulshot Ladies Club  
Lady Kate Hunloke        828333 
Village Hall – 
Chris Saunders         827290 
Bookings -  Jackie Pohnert        827046  
Village Trust –  Chairman  - Mr Nicholas Hunloke   828333 
Secretary - Mr Peter Cleverly      827242 

Members  - Mrs Diana Gravina (Vice-chairman) –  
Mr Brian James (treasurer) – Mrs Pam Langton (Archivist) 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poulshot Web Pages 
 

(The World Looking At Poulshot) 
 

WWW.POULSHOT.ORG.UK 
 

Email to:-   
webmaster@poulshot.org.uk 

  

JKS 

 
Plumbing and Heating 

BATHROOMS, TAPS, HOT WATER 
CYLINDERS AND MUCH MORE 

NO JOB TOO SMALL  
24 HOUR CALL OUT 
Tel: 01380 828956 

Mobile: 07708510715  
 



   

PSW Premier Tiling Services 
 

Local professional tiling service for:- 
 
 

• Kitchens                       
• Bathrooms 
• Conservatories 
• Underfloor heating installed 

 
All work is fully insured and guaranteed. 

Please call 01380 721978/07855 947039 or e-mail 
pswpremiertiling@gmail.com for help or information. 



 
 
 

 
Do you need help in the garden?  

Perry Landscape Services 
can help 

Planting; Garden Design; Pond Maintenance;  
Fencing; Decking; Patios; General Garden 

Maintenance; Lawn Cutting; Garden Designs; 
Leaf Collection etc   

Tel: 01225 712274     Mobile 07771838195 
e-mail vzdy@hotmail.com  

NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS     NO JOB TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COOKS ORCHARD BEAUTY 
 
 
 

Qualified & insured Massage 
and Beauty Therapist. 

Massage: Hot stones massage, Thai style massage, Deep 
tissue, Swedish.Manicures, pedicures, Paraffin wax 

treatment, Waxing tinting, Facials, Hopi ear candles.  
Pamper/Hen parties catered for.  

 Vouchers available. 
Visit Cooks orchard, or I’ll come to you. 

Call Nicky on: 07711652568 





 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

7 – 11  Saturday 2 October 
in the Old Rectory Hall 

Dancing to FIVE BAR GATE 
           

There will be a BAR and RAFFLE       £8 per person 
  

This has become such a fun evening, so please  
put the date in your diaries and get your tickets  

from any PCC member. 
 

A DAY TO REMEMBER 
the Ladies’ Club visit to Highgrove 

 
Without a doubt, the high spot of the Ladies’ Club calendar this 
year will be the long-awaited visit to the gardens at Highgrove, 
the country home of HRH Prince of Wales.  After a two-year 
wait, our application finally came to the top of the pile, the date 
was set and the tickets were snapped up. 
 
On the day, the weather forecast was a bit pessimistic for the 
afternoon but the sun was shining as 25 ladies assembled to 
board our bus at the Raven.  However, we were very nearly 
derailed before we started when the coach driver’s chosen 
route to Tetbury led us to a Road Closed sign.  This meant a long 



detour north through some narrow country lanes with various 
tractors and other slow-moving vehicles and the minutes ticked 
by.  For a while, it looked very likely that we would arrive late 
and miss our allocated slot – and, horror of horrors, not be 
allowed in! 
 
However, we got there with five minutes to spare and were duly 
processed through some fairly tight security.  (Isn’t it funny 
how policemen look so young these days!)  In spite of the 
security, the welcome was warm and very efficient and we began 
our two-and-a-half hour journey into an amateur gardener’s 
fantasy world. 
 
We started with a short film made by Prince Charles in which he 
explained how, when he first bought Highgrove in 1980, the 15 
acres of grounds were mostly pastureland, apart from a 
neglected walled garden.   From the very beginning, he was 
determined not to go for a quick fix - but to experiment with 
ideas he had always nurtured that gardens should be in tune 
with nature and sympathetic to the environment.  Today, the 
gardens at Highgrove are 100% organic and everything is 
recycled – and, I mean everything!     
 
He went on to explain how all the proceeds from the garden 
tours go to the Prince’s Charities Foundation which supports 21 
charities, including the well-known Prince’s Trust.  
 
We were very lucky to be allocated a lady called Carrie as our 
guide for the tour.  She knew pretty well everything there is to 
know about Highgrove and her enthusiasm was infectious.  An 
added bonus was her depth of knowledge about plants, herbs in 
particular, and there were very few questions she was unable to 
answer. 



I am at a loss to describe the gardens themselves in any detail.  
I would need a hundred pages and lots of colour plate 
photographs – cameras weren’t allowed, incidentally – and even 
then I would not do it justice.  Suffice it to say that we were 
led from one garden to another – each one interesting and 
different in its own way.   Some were spectacular, some quirky, 
some traditional and some downright amazing!   
 
Have you ever wondered what members of the Royal family do 
with all the ‘interesting’ gifts they receive when they go on 
State visits abroad?  Well, it seems that Prince Charles brings 
most of his back to Highgrove and finds a way of absorbing 
them into his garden.   Statues, pots, seats, exotic plants and 
trees – all somehow looking perfectly at home in their new 
setting.  We were also lucky to be able to walk right up close to 
the house itself.  It is actually quite small – a mere nine 
bedrooms – but again the Prince has taken a modest, rather 
ordinary-looking 18th century house and turned it into a perfect 
country seat, totally in harmony with its surroundings. 
 
Our tour ended with a most welcome cup of tea with big slices 
of home-made cakes and a trip to the Highgrove shop – where 
some of us indulged ourselves even further with a few souvenirs 
of our lovely day out. 
 
On the bus home, there was lots of talk about how the gardens 
in Poulshot will be getting a face lift with all sorts of ideas 
being bandied about – some more realistic than others!   I can 
see a few of the grander gardens in the village getting the 
Highgrove treatment in the months ahead so, if you have  any 
redundant ecclesiastical stone or old tree stumps hanging about, 
you might well be sitting on a fortune! 
 



NOT IN THE SAME LEAGUE  
(but hopefully still fun)….. 

 
Don’t forget the Ladies’ Club Skittles evening on Tuesday 

21st September.  I was hoping to arrange this at 
the Wiltshire Yeoman but it seems they are 
changing hands and the new people do not arrive 
until 1st September.   In view of this, we have 

booked the Oliver Cromwell at Bromham instead 
(which incidentally also has a new landlord!) but I am sure we will 
be OK there. 
 
The evening will start at 7.30 p.m. and there will be a small 
charge per head to cover the cost of the light supper and 
sticker-up.  Spouses are welcome. 
 
We need to know numbers so that we can order the food.  
Please give Penny Telling a call on 01380 828370 if you are 
planning come along. 
 

*********************************** 
 

 
Melksham Area Board update for 

Parish or Neighbourhood 
Newsletters  

 
Special young people event:  £5000 is available for innovative ideas to 
help improve transport and access for young people in the Melksham area.  
The Melksham Area Board will be holding a special meeting on September 
8 from 7 - 9pm at the new Melksham Oak Community School where up to 
eight groups of young people will be able to present their ideas for 
projects. Cabinet Member for Children and Young People, Lionel Grundy 
will be attending the meeting to learn more about the views of young 



people in Melksham. The theme is transport and access, which could 
include projects such as extending opening hours to make a service more 
accessible, or providing a free shuttle bus service. 
 
A total of £100,000 has been made available for projects after a 
conference last year highlighting the access and transport difficulties 
experienced by young people across the county. Almost £5000 of this 
funding has been delegated from cabinet to the Melksham Area Board 
for this purpose. The application process is still open and Melksham Area 
Board is looking for innovative ideas to help solve transport and access 
issues experienced by young people in the area.  Sarah Howes 
(sarah.howes@wiltshire.gov.uk) at Canberra Youth Centre can help with 
applications or project ideas. The deadline for applications is now 31st 
July 2010.  
 
Upcoming meeting dates for your diary: 

• July 28th, Shaw School 
• Sept 8th, Melksham Oak Community School 
• October 13th, Melksham Divisional Police HQ 
• December 1st, Semington Village Hall 
• February 2nd, Melksham Oak Community School 

 
Contact details: 
Website: www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards 
Email: abbi.gutierrez@wiltshire.gov.uk  
Phone: 01225 718443 
 
Concerned about an issue in your community? Looking for cash help with 
your community project?  Maybe we can help…?  Since it started, 
Melksham area board has dealt with more than 55 local concerns and 
given more than £50,000 in grants. Visit 
www.wiltshire.gov.uk/areaboards to find out more, to report your issue or 
to find out if your project could be eligible.   
 
Melksham area board covers Melksham and the surround parishes of 
Melksham Without, Atworth, Broughton Gifford, Steeple Ashton, Keevil, 
Poulshot, Great Hinton, Bulkington, Semington and Seend. 
 

 



Parish Council Meeting Minutes (abridged) 6th July 2010 
Nicholas Hunloke (Chairman) (NH) - Malcolm Nixon (MN) - Tim Nixon (TN) - Joe Baber (JB) - Steven 

Housby (SH) - Geoff Collett (JC) (Vice-Chairman) - Maggie Goodenough (MG) Parish Clerk 
Open session - NH invited the public to raise any issues; one member of the public 
raised the issue of the trees on the green having been cut back and were they the 
correct trees?  It was established that an error had been made in the quotation and 
that the wrong trees had been pollarded, the clerk pointed out that the quotation and 
planning application was for the trees worked on. Council agreed that a further 
quotation should be sourced and that one person should meet both tree surgeons to 
ensure continuity, TN agreed to sort the quotations.  
1. 27/10/11 - Minutes of Meeting held on 4th May 2010 

NHC explained that in accordance with the agreement made in item 16/09/10 of 
the Minutes from meeting 02/03/10, the minutes were passed as a true and 
accurate record of events, all agreed and they were signed by NH in the presence 
of the council, on the 17/5/2010 

2. Matters arising 
a. 28/10/11 - Pippin Homes Development – NH read out the letter sent to WCC 

with reference the entrance to the development. GC explained that IS could not 
attend the meeting but that his understanding is that there are no further 
developments on the application. 

29/10/11 – Village Green - SH reported that he and TN had carried out a walk 
around risk assessment of the Green and that they have recorded some 36 manhole 
covers and drains that need to be checked on a regular basis.  SH suggested that this 
should be completed twice a year.  The clerk suggested that as a matter of 
responsibility to the villagers and other walkers any risk assessment should be 
carried out more regularly, council voted on monthly or bi-monthly and agreed on Bi-
monthly checks.  Clerk to prepare a risk assessment check list.  TN suggested that 
council make a ruling that any work required for Health and Safety reasons on the 
Green should be authorised between meetings as required, all council agreed that any 
urgent work should be completed as required for the Health and Safety of the 
Villagers and other walkers.  Council also requested that a notice be put in the 
magazine asking villagers to report any issues urgently to any member of the council. 
Clerk to prepare magazine notice.  A member of the public raised a concern about the 
height of the stop cock in the gate way of the Green Gardens; clerk to contact 
Wessex water re the safety of this.  

b. 31/10/11 - Ponds – Dankay Cleverly (DC) gave the council a brief update of the 
most recent investigations into the ownership of the two other ponds in the village.  
DC confirmed that the pond on Poulshot Road at Planks Dairies is in fact owned by Mr 
Plank and that he is happy with any restoration investigation to be carried out. The 
pond in the left hand side of the village green is believed to belong to Mr 
Bartholomew, this is to be confirmed.  Three newt surveys have now been completed 
and a formal report is on its way from Jan Freeborn.  Wiltshire Wildlife assessment 
of the ponds will also follow shortly. Rural Services will be coming to assess the work 
required to the ponds, after this quotations will be obtained and then funding will be 
looked into.  MN raised a concern about the expectation of the council to fund this 



venture, DC explained that until the amount required was known then no requests for 
funding would be put to any parties and that the Village Trust will be liaising with the 
Council at all points as the pond on the green is on council land.  DC also explained 
that Jan Freeborn has requested that she be given permission to run a course on the 
Great Crested Newts in the village all council agreed to this. 

c. 32/10/11 - Playground safety inspection report – MN had carried out a visual 
inspection of the playground and that all seemed in order.  

d. 33/10/11 - Community Area Partnership –Tim Jalland reported that the direction 
of the partnership has gone slightly off course and that they are re-focusing.  That 
everything is still going along but they are still finding their feet with things but 
learning very quickly.  He explained that WCC needs to be clearer on the subject of 
their support for the CAP’s.  

e. 34/10/11 - Barleyhill lane and Broadway Lane – NH explained that the lane is now 
back to flat and a good job was done, with only a couple of issues about grass 
reseeding and about the longevity of the repairs that have been carried out to the 
gateway.  Council agreed that the clerk should contact Mr Youatt to raise these 
concerns but also to thank him on the fact that the work has been carried out.  

f. 35/10/11 – Community Speed Watch – NH explained that despite managing to 
obtain enough volunteers for the scheme council had now been informed that , as 
there is a current speed camera site on the green the scheme cannot proceed in this 
area. However if other areas in the village are considered problem areas that these 
could be considered, the Clerk requested to comment as a parishioner, this was 
granted, she commented on the myopic view of speeding being only across the green 
and raised point of speeding further down Poulshot Road, she asked council to 
consider reviewing this area for the speed watch scheme?  Council agreed that MG 
should contact Abbi with regard a survey being carried out in this area. 

g. 37/10/11 – Letter to Chairman regarding parking on the Green – NH read out a 
letter received from Mrs Gravina with regard parking, by walkers from outside the 
village, on the tracks around the green. NH suggested that if this happens again the 
people should be asked to move their vehicles to the car parking area along from the 
village hall and if this didn’t work that vehicle numbers should be taken.  TN pointed 
out that on the 6th August the Shires group would be attending the village and should 
they be asking for permission?  Council agreed that as this is an annual event that 
they would not wish to discourage such things.  SH asked if such an event occurred 
again could the name of the group organiser be asked for and then written to?  NH 
and all council agreed that common sense must prevail with such parking problems. 

h. 38/10/11 – Memorial Bench- MN explained that the Village Hall committee which to 
put a memorial bench in the green gardens as a memorial to Mr Scamell, all council 
agreed to this but requested that the bench could match the one currently in place 
and that the question of maintenance of the current bench and the new one could be 
raised with the family.  MN to take the response back to the Committee. 

i.  39/10/11 –Allotment Vacancy – one allotment is now free. There is currently no 
one on the waiting list, from the village, and the meeting agreed that the clerk place 
a notice in the magazine offering its rental. 

j. 40/10/11 – Advert for Magazine – SH noted there is nothing in the village for  



younger teenagers and that feedback has already been received suggesting eg Bike 
ramps.  SH feels that more should be done to make the youngsters feel more part of 
the village. Teresa Ollerhead and Mandy Housby are willing to be contact points for 
the youngsters to send their suggestions to. Tim Jalland raised a suggestion of a 
Youth Council representative who could be the voice for the teenagers?  Council 
agreed to place a notice in the PVN asking for the youth suggestions. 

k. 41/10/11 – Grass cutting – Although not on the minutes NH asked to comment on 
the grass cutting of the Green, NH had suggested that a small part of the green be 
left uncut to allow wild flowers to grow.  MN pointed out that the Green Gardens 
was a perfect place for wild flowers and that he didn’t see the point of leaving 
patch in the green. TN suggested leaving the bonfire site, as this would cover the 
site during the summer. Council agreed to try it for a year and to hold a site 
meeting to discuss the location of the longer grass. 

3. 42/10/11  Finances  - Council agreed payments to  
Payable Net VAT Gross 

Community First Membership 36.00 0 36.00 

M Goodenough  (Clerks Salary  Apr-May 2010) 174.16 0 174.16 

Acer Tree Surgeons 330.00 57.75 387.75 

Simon Franklin –Grass Cutting 490.00 85.75 575.75 

A. Clerk requested that although Simon Franklin’s invoice had only been received that 
morning, as it was a pre-agreed contract would council authorise payment rather than 
waiting for the September meeting, all council agreed.  
B.  Clerk confirmed the balance at 31/04/2010 was £8087.80 and that the VAT 
reclaim of £1342.47 had now been received. 
C.  MN asked if the clerk had decided which laptop would be appropriate for the 
work, MG explained that no decision had yet been made.  
4. 43/10/11 -Planning - Applications granted – NH confirmed the applications 

granted since the last meeting 
E/10/0302/FUL M P Hues, 

Lodge Farm. 
Poulshot  
 

Alterations to external 
appearance of farm 
buildings in connection 
with conversion to farm 
shop.  

Permission 
received 

E/10/0623/TCA Mr J Collett 
Dukes Farm 
 

Removal of conifer tree 
at front of property  

Permission 
received 
 

E/10/0597/TCS Mr P Piper 
Greenways 

40% reduction of 
Robinia Pseudo acacia 
tree in garden 

Permission 
received 
 

5. 44/10/11 -Next Meeting 
The chairman confirmed that the next meeting, would be held on Tuesday 7th 
September 2010 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 



CChhaarriittyy  MMiixxeedd  DDoouubblleess  TTeennnniiss  
TToouurrnnaammeenntt  

 

The Anthony Nolan trust is a registered charity (number 803716) 

Chosen in memory of Rachel Dee Shapland 
 

 

SSuunnddaayy  1122tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  22001100  
  
        
 
 
 
 

10am start £15 per   person 
Your partner will be drawn at random 
Barbeque/bar for semi-finals /finals at, 

Liz Bissett, Apeldorn, Townsend, Poulshot, 
Devizes. Wiltshire. 

 
.…………………………………………………………………………………………................................

 Name: 
Contact Tel No:                                             
Email address 
Please make cheques payable to The Anthony 
Nolan trust 
Send your entrance fee and slip to Liz Bussett at 
the above address or Sally Hawkins, Sunnyside, 
45 The Green, Poulshot. Devizes. Wiltshire.                    
      

Entrance close; 5th September 2010 



POULSHOT VILLAGE TRUST:  BIG TREES PROJECT UPDATE 
 
When Poulshot became a Conservation Area in 1973, the Parish Council 
established the Village Trust as a charity, to monitor and advise on possible 
development, conservation, and the maintenance of the village’s rural amenities, 
such as byways, lanes, ponds and woodlands.  
The aims of Poulshot Village Trust’s Big Trees Project are:  
(i) to greatly improve the visual quality, scale & character of the rural 
environment which makes Poulshot such a pleasant place to live, work & visit,  
(ii) to conserve, protect and enhance our local biodiversity by restoring 
Poulshot’s traditional big tree habitats and the wildlife they attract,  
(iii) to play our part in reducing the impact of climate change by offsetting our 
own ‘carbon footprint’. 
Tree planting projects began in 1977, at first around the village green and then 
in 1985 in a small plantation. In 2003 we planted some 1,200 native trees and 
shrubs to create a 3½ acre wood, the Green Gardens Woodland – which has 
become a popular place for village and private gatherings, and functions. Big 
trees in hedges were a traditional feature of the rural scene in Poulshot and 
served as important habitats for wildlife. However, over the last 30 years 
most have been lost to Dutch Elm Disease and high winds. The modern use of 
mechanical cutters means that new saplings may get trimmed back with the 
hedge, giving them no chance to grow into trees. The Big Trees Project will 
involve the village community, with the support of local farmers and 
landowners, in planting new hedge tree saplings and tagging them. Tagging 
makes saplings more visible to anyone cutting hedges so they can steer clear of 
the young trees, allowing them to grow to maturity. Nicky Hunloke, Chairman of 
the Village Trust, is encouraging as many people as possible to bring spades and 
lend a hand with planting which will start in November. The Trust will be glad 
of any help and if volunteers of all ages want to come along, even to plant one 
or two trees, they will be most welcome. This is a chance for you to plant a 
tree that could be standing in Year 2500.  Poulshot Village Trust has been 
fortunate to receive grants from Wiltshire Council and the International Tree 
Foundation. We are currently seeking grants from the Melksham Community 
Area Board and other groups.  However, as the whole project is intended to be 
spread over five years, further funding will be sought, some hopefully from 
local sponsors. Over the next five years, a thousand or more oak, ash, and 
large-leaved limes will be planted, bringing back the big trees that a 
generation before made towering green avenues of every lane and byway in 
Poulshot.  For further information contact the Big Trees Project Leader: 

Peter Cleverly, Secretary Poulshot Village Trust, at 
petercleverly@btinternet.com 



WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR NEWS FROM JONATHON SEED 
  
Summer is drawing to an end and what a dry season it has been.  I cannot 
remember so little rain in one summer and so it is ironic that I have spent 
much of this summer working on flood alleviation in Wiltshire.   I Chair 
the northern half of the county’s Operational Flood Working Group and 
there have been several meetings and preparatory meetings of the Group 
over the past few months.  In July I represented Wiltshire Council at 
the Wessex Water Customer Liaison Panel meeting in Bath as well as 
attending the National Flood Forum on behalf of the Council in London .  
This latter meeting was particular interesting as the Minister responsible 
for flooding, Richard Benyon MP, used it as an opportunity to announce 
rare additional government funding for flooding (£2M) and also to 
announce that the Government is planning major changes to sewage 
disposal including the making over of all sewage pipes to the water 
authorities.  I find flood alleviation work interesting and it is an area of 
work where good Council planning can save a lot of private misery.  Finally, 
I have also been working on a flood presentation for all the Area Boards 
and will be delivering this across the county starting in the autumn. 
  
In June I was re-elected as the Chairman of the Melksham Area Board.   
I was also pleased to see that the deputy Leader of the Council fulfilled 
his promise to offer the seven parishes of Summerham and Seend a 
formal review concerning their placing in the Melksham Community Area.  
Although the village of Poulshot would clearly prefer to remain with 
Devizes Community Area this is a question of placing the whole of the 
electoral division in a single community area.  Melksham is probably the 
best available compromise and it is of note that none of the Parish 
Councils concerned asked for such a review and so the Division stays in 
the Melksham Community Area.  The Melksham Area Board itself goes 
from strength to strength and it really is becoming an influential part of 
our community life.  I was pleased that the Board has helped with the 
closure of the King Street Lorry Park which will make the lives to local 
residents so much more comfortable.  We have also recommended to the 
Council the transfer of the Bowerhill Sports Field to the local Parish 
Council and the retention of land for a link between the A350 and the 
Industrial Estate which will help with industrial regeneration and job 
creation in the Area.   It is also of note that partly as a result of the 



lead taken by our Area Board, we have come out of the County Leisure 
Review exceptionally well and that within the next three years we can 
look forward to a brand new Leisure Centre and Swimming Pool almost 
certainly adjacent to the new Melksham Oaks School .  This location will 
be very handy for all of the residents of Summerham and Seend.  
  
Finally congratulations are due to the new Semington Sports Field 
Committee in securing their Performance Reward Grant of £24000 for 
the new sports changing rooms which will be along similar lines to those in 
Steeple Ashton.  This grant application was pushed and sponsored by the 
Area Board and I am always happy to engage likewise in other community 
projects both small and large.  I have asked the Poulshot Parish Council 
to identify suitable village projects for funding and in due course let’s 
hope we can attract some Area Board funding to Poulshot. 
  

Contact JONATHON SEED on 01380 850696 or 
jonathon.seed@wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
********************************************************* 

 
Please help Rowde School to raise 
funds by donating good quality 
second hand clothes, bedding, 
curtains, shoes, handbags and soft 
toys. The Bag2School scheme 
passes on the donations to 
wholesalers in Europe, Africa and 
Asia. The wholesalers then have a 
chance to earn a living by selling 
the items locally. Rowde School will 

receive a donation depending on the total weight of bags donated. 
The scheme has proved successful in the past and all money raised is 
invested into the School’s facilities and resources to enhance the 
children’s education.You can use black bin bags or special bags 
available at the School Office (from15th September).  Please bring 
all bags to the School Hall on Monday 4th October before 9 a.m. 
Thank you for your support!  



WILTSHIRE AIR AMBULANCE APPEAL. 

2010 NEWSLETTER. 
  

  
Police/Air Ambulance Helicopter during which time they have attended a total of 
534 Air Ambulance Missions – this is 80 less than 2009. From these incidents 
396 people where flown Once again, it has been an extremely busy year for the 
Wiltshire to hospital which is about the same as last year. Although we have no 
detailed records it is felt that in the majority of these incidents the patience 
chance of recovery was greatly enhanced. This, of course, is what the people of 
Wiltshire expect from their Air Ambulance for the generous support that they 
given and have given from the first years when we commenced in the early 
nineties. 
  
  
We would like to say again that the Wiltshire Helicopter is one of the only two 
Air Ambulances in the country that carry out HEMS (Helicopter Emergency 
Medical Service.) work at night. It should also be noted that one third of our 
Air Ambulance work is carried out at night. 
  
  
As indicated in last years Newsletter we did open a new Charity Shop in Devizes 
and it is now going from strength to strength due to the hard work of the 
Manager and her volunteers. At our Westbury shop Dot and her volunteer 
assistants are still providing a regular income to our funds and as you know, last 
year, passed the £1m mark from the shop over the eleven years trading and are 
now looking to the second million! What a splendid effort. 
  
  
Our recycling schemes for mobile phones, computer ink cartridges plus our textile 
banks which are now in nearly every town are providing a good source of revenue. 
Our aim is to have these textile banks in all of our large villages. Melanie Gee 
founded our WAAA Monthly Lottery which is going great guns with many of you 
joining. The prize is a £1,000 each month. Melanie has now, unfortunately, left 
us and the Trust is advertising for a replacement Fund Raiser. 
  
  
We still have to raise £500,000.00 each year and we are entirely dependant on 
public support of the peoples of Wiltshire to raise this amount to keep our 
Helicopter flying. To date you have met our requirements year after year and 
for this you all have our heart felt thanks. 
  

OUR CONTACT NUMBERS ARE 0845 1221423. 
E MAIL Wiltshireairambulance@gwas.nhs.uk 



LETTER FROM THE VICAR 
 

Do you know, I really thought life was going to quieten down a lot 
after the Christmas rush but I still seem to be chasing my tail – just like 
most other people I meet, I suppose!  This is often called “the silly 
season”.  It’s a time when many people are away on holiday and when it’s 
difficult to find those extra pairs of hands needed for erecting gazebos 
for the village fetes, manning stalls and simply helping out with all those 
things that make up village life.  There can’t be many homes that don’t 
contribute to our community life in one way or another.  I try to do my 
bit by making cakes, and supporting events in the villages as much as 
possible.  Talking about cakes, I have quite a few cookery books at home 
– one (Philip Harben’s “Cookery Encyclopaedia”) was given to me by my 
foster mum as a wedding present over 40 years ago.  My most recent 
acquisition is one called “A Million Recipes” – rather more in number than 
I’ll ever need!   

Anyone visiting me at home might think I’m a good cook with so 
many recipe books to hand but, sad to say, although I’ve leafed through 
them all from time to time and enjoyed looking at the illustrations, I 
don’t often get much further.  And it seems to me that this is a good 
illustration of what life can be like for so many of us.  After all, I could 
read all the cookery books going, but that wouldn’t make me a better 
cook.  Why?  Simply because to be come a good cook not only do I have to 
read the recipe, I also have to follow the instructions! 

The Bible is a bit like a cookery book.  It contains God's recipe for 
becoming a Christian and living a life that is pleasing to Him.  A lot of 
people read the Bible every day and maybe attend study groups.  But it 
isn't enough just to read and study the Bible.   Reading the Bible won't 
make you a Christian any more than reading a cookbook will make you a 
cook.   We must follow the recipe in our daily life.   

How about you?  What's cooking in your life?   The challenge for us 
is to try to follow Jesus each day as the bible tells us to - and when we 
do - the Spirit of God will help us - and produce great meals - wonderful 
fruit  - in our lives – not only the fruit that we’re already harvesting in 
our gardens but also that about which we learn in our readings and in our 
joyful songs that we share week in and week out in our village churches, 
where a warm welcome awaits you.  We have some extra special things 
coming up – “Messy Church” (for primary school aged children and their 



families), coffee mornings, “Nosh and Natter” in the Vicarage (July and 
August), Pet Service at Bulkington (everyone welcome – dangerous animals 
on leads please !), Jazz Night (?), Welcome Service for our new 
Headteacher and the new intake of pupils at Seend School, the Poulshot 
Feast, Bulkington Church’s 150th celebrations, Harvest celebrations and 
flower shows – not to mention weddings and christenings.  Busy ?   

Take me, Lord, from busy-ness 
to the place of quietness 
from the tumult without cease 
into your great unending peace 
Help me then, my Lord, to see 
what I am and ought to be. 

Oh yes, I forgot to mention our  “get away from it all” quiet day.  I’ll be 
there, will you?  You can find details of all these events in this magazine – 
or ‘phone me, or Sue Taylor (01225 709360) for details. 

God bless,  Renée  
Sand and Stone 

 

Two friends were walking through the desert.  At one point on their 
journey they had an argument, and one friend slapped the other on the 
face.  The one who was slapped was hurt but, without saying anything, 
wrote in the sand: “Today my best friend slapped my face”. 

They kept on walking until they found an oasis, where they decided to 
bathe.  The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mud and started 
to drown, but the friend saved him.  After he recovered from the near 
drowning, he wrote on a stone:  “Today my best friend saved my life”. The 
friend who had slapped, and then saved his best friend, asked him, 
“After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand – and now, you write on a stone, 
why?” 

The friend replied, “When someone hurts us we should write it down in 
sand, where winds of forgiveness can erase it away.  But, when someone 
does something good for us, we must engrave it in stone, where no wind 
can ever erase it.” 

Learn to write your hurts in the sand, and to carve your blessings in 
stone.  Be kinder than necessary, because everyone you meet is fighting 
some kind of battle.                                        R.  



 
  
 
This new event will take place on Saturday 11 September from 
2.00-4.30pm. Inside this edition of the Village News you 
should find a schedule of the events and an entry form for the 
friendly competitions. If you do not, or if you want additional 
copies, please contact me on 828833 
 
You will see from the schedule that many people are generously 
giving of their time to make the event successful. The range of 
activities is wide and varied, and they are designed so that, 
wherever possible, you can try them for yourselves, especially 
the children. We hope you will enjoy these, learn something new, 
and, perhaps, then may wish to take them up in the future. 
 
The friendly competitions are meant to be just that, so please 
try to enter and fill the Hunloke Hall to bursting. We have been 
fortunate to have the support of local donors of prizes for the 
overall best exhibit in each of the six categories, so many 
thanks to Planks Dairies, Pippin Construction, Poulshot 
Nurseries, and, from Devizes, Millers Homecare, The Emporium, 
and Urban Rustics.  We are also most grateful to The India 
Shop of Marlborough and Salisbury for the loan of their large 
marquee in which many of the demonstrations will take 
place. Thank you also to Jerry from The Raven, Mike Hues Farm 
Shop, and aBecketts Vineyard for their demonstrations of food 
and wine - it all sounds appetising. 
 

Dog owners please note that we want to stage a 
display of photographs of all the dogs of the 

village. This is not a competition, but for interest 
only - who would be brave enough to judge such a 



competition? -though no doubt each of us dog owners will be 
able to pick a winner. Details are in the schedule; please get 
your photographs in by Thursday 9 September so we can set up 
the display for Saturday.  The displays of the work of local 
artists and authors should also be very interesting as there is 
so much talent in the area - thank you to all the exhibitors.  On 
The Green, in addition to the recreational activities you can join 
in, there will be a number of interesting vehicles both old and 
new, including the very exciting Ariel Atom. 
 
On Saturday evening, starting at 7.30pm, will 
be the Poulshot Supper Feast held in the 
Village Hall and, possibly, in the main 
marquee. You will be able to purchase 
Poulshot Soup and Bread for the bargain 
price of £2. The ladies have been experimenting with 
recipes for some time, so test the results and try to identify 
the secret ingredient. Bring your own additional food and drink 
and join in the informal fun and feasting. 
 
Then, after a good night's rest, come along to a Songs Of Praise 
Family Service at 9.30am on Sunday morning in the Hunloke Hall 
which will be decorated with the floral art and flower entries 
from the friendly competitions. Sing some of your favourite 
hymns with family and friends in an informal setting. 
 
All in all, there should be something for everyone over the two 

days. Obviously, what we need to make it a real 
success (apart from luck with the weather) are as 
many people attending as possible, joining in the 
activities, enjoying themselves and, most 
importantly, giving generously to the two 

deserving charities - Help For Heroes and the Wiltshire Air 



Ambulance. There are no charges or entry 
fees, so we are relying on your willingness to 
fill the donation buckets for these good 
causes. Incidentally, if you are unable to 
attend but wish to support the charities, you can 
make a donation through any of the organisers named in the 
schedule. 
 
Thank you to all those who have willingly helped in planning these 
events, and thank you in advance for your hoped for support. 
For further information, or with any more advice or offers of 
help, feel free to contact me.                                   Brian Arnold 

Seend Branch  Royal British Legion 

 
 

First Annual Lecture 
7.30 p.m. Friday 8th October 2010   

Irene Usher Pavilion, Seend 
“ENIGMA” 

How the cracking of enemy codes  
led to the World’s first Computer 

Speaker:      Hugh Davies 
(Bletchley Park Guide) 

 

Includes a glass of wine 
Cash Bar Available 
For tickets please ring: 
John Quinn 828501 



 



26th September  Holy Cross, Seend, 11.15 am  
Harvest Supper 24th, in the Pavilion – ALL WELCOME 
– contact Sue Taylor for a ticket or sign up at the 

back of church) 
Christ Church, Bulkington, 6.00 pm 

(flower show on 25th/26th) 
Harvest Thanksgiving gifts of tinned and dried foods 
will be very welcome, which will be given to a local Food 
Bank, as emergency supplies for those in need.  We 
especially need the children to come along and teach the 
grown-ups the song “Our God is a great big God”, which 
we will learn at Messy Church! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t miss the  

POULSHOT FEAST 

11th September 

Details in the magazine!  

 



Self-Employed??   
  

Finding all the paperwork and tax 
returns 

 a headache?? 
Wish it would all go away?   

 
If you need a helping hand  

and are looking for a friendly service  
which is not too expensive,  

why not call for a free-of-charge 
consultation and a no-obligation quote? 

  
Anne Martin A.F.A. 

Swanborough Cottage, Mill Lane,  
Poulshot, SN10 1SA  
Tel: 01380 828370    

 


